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Yvette Tambareau was born in Toulouse on January 28th 1938 to parents who were both
school teachers. Between 1954 and 1957 she followed the course of the Ecole Normale and
then for one year taught in a primary school in the small village of Montesquieu Lauragais.
In 1958 she registered at the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Toulouse and after
successful graduation in 1964 she joined the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS), and in 1970 she presented her PhD Thesis “Thanétien supérieur et Ilerdien des Pe-
tites Pyrénées”.

In 1981 she spent one year in Pau at ELF-Aquitaine research centre in which she worked
under the supervision of H. J. Oertli on the inventory and palaeobiogeography of Creta-
ceous ostracodes of the Atlantic margins.

She retired in 1998, but during these last 10 years she never lost contact with her col-
leagues and friends. She used to come often to the University to help PhD students and she

never missed any meeting of the ostracodologists’ community. Despite her weak health, she was always ready to follow
her colleagues and friends all over the world to attend symposiums or geological field trips: Japan, China, Australia, Mex-
ico, Oman, …

Her contribution to science is important (more than 60 publications), essentially concerning ostracodes from the Palaeo-
gene and at the Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary in the continental realm, and to a lesser degree larger foraminifera. Her
culture was not only scientific. She was very much interested in the arts, mostly theatre and opera, and by family tradi-
tion, rugby.

Yvette had many friends all over the world among scientist colleagues and any of them knew that they could rely on her
on any occasion. Yvette was straight, courageous and devoted, faithful to her land and friends. We miss her.
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