[UCN
WORLD PARKS
B CONGRESS

7 SYDNEY 2014

Innovating in communication to different types of public
in parks: geoheritage interpretation is possible!
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Geoheritage interpretation is possible

National parks worldwide frequently present high
geological significance and receive millions of visitors.
Geoheritage interpretation demands proactive
initiatives to properly respond to these large audiences.

Most visitors have a lack of geological knowledge,
leading to the same problems in geoheritage
interpretation: the extreme magnitudes of geological
variables (size, time, distances, pressures,
temperatures...).

However, even if hard to grasp, these can be converted
into strengths if properly utilized.




Best practice standards for geoheritage interpretation

Geolodia (geology day) 2014

The Spanish National Park Agency (OAPN), the
Geological Survey of Spain (IGME) and the
Geological Society of Spain (SGE) have developed
successful initiatives conducted within parks and
by park agencies.

The interpretation of specific geological processes
and features has been tested and validated with
different types of public, identifying best practice
standards for public outreach.

Park managers and agents now welcome
geoheritage as an innovative tool towards
environmental education and natural heritage
interpretation.



Sustainable use of geoheritage in protected areas

MEAS
Outreach initiatives (travelling exhibitions, guidebooks, guided trails, CgiEAOLéGiCAS

etc.) have gained wide acceptance and followers amongst the broad ;DE PARQUES
public and young people towards geoheritage in protected areas. .

See for example: http://www.igme.es/LibrosE/Tablas/ and
http://www.igme.es/LibrosE/GuiasGeo/libros.htm




Geoheritage interpretation can be successful

Opportunities and strengths

e Spectacular landscapes and open spaces

 The roots explain the surface

e Spectacular processes with impacting results
(earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, floods)

e Relation with society: hazards, resources, climate...

 Everywhere at any scale

e Always there (not seasonal, does not flee...)

* Frequently related with cultural values

 Underpins biodiversity and habitats




Geoheritage requires

management
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* Inventory: know what you have,
where it is, why it is there

e Valuing: know its relevance, its
service, and its potential use

* Protection: legislation, categories

 Geoconservation: vulnerability,
mitigation, restoration...

e Qutreach: education, interpretation,
vulgarization, divulgation

http://www.igme.es/patrimonio/video.htm




Don’t be afraid of rocks! Use their potential

* Geoheritage interpretation has proven to be
attractive and educate different kinds of public
towards conservation and environmental issues

e Practical experiences worldwide confirm this
potential and allow to extract efficient
methodologies and techniques for any location

* Protected areas play a crucial role in
geoheritage and geodiversity conservation

Geolodia (geology day) 2014



What makes geoheritage interpretation work?

Components that lead to success

 Use of geoheritage interpretation techniques

e Coordinate efforts with local stake-holders

e Use of multiple resources: human body, panels,
leaflets, guidebooks, videos, practical experiments...

Enabling factors

* Inventory including mapping and value assessment

 Protection as part of natural diversity and natural
heritage

 Proper management planning and implementation

Picos de Europa National Park

Check also: http://www.igme.es/patrimonio/wpc.htm and http://www.sociedadgeologica.es/divulgacion geolodia.html




